Names of the Animals - Gyeets
HUWEHL YEJASXW

A-a

axwt n. porcupine.

B-b

buusii 7. house cat. From: English
word “pussy” see; duus.

bek’is ». monkey. This word means
to mimic.

D-d

daawe’ n. domesticated goat. From:

loan from Athabaskan languages.

dibe #n. mountain stone sheep. From:

loan Athabaskan languages.

diboogit ». shrew, a blind mouse
that lives underground.

duus #n. house cat. See; buusii.

duusim gililx 7. cougar mountain
lion.

E-e
es’us 7. dogs. Pl. of Us.
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G-g

gedim muus 7. male moose known
as the “Bull Moose”.

gedim wen #. male deer known as
“Buck”.

gibuu 7. wolf, timber wolf.

gindaahl’l ». Coyote. From: load
from Athabaskan languages. See:
usim sbagay gan.

G-g

gipeygum ts’inhlik’ 7. flying
squirrel. See: kK’ iphlik.

gyuweden n. horse. From English
word dun. When the horse was
introduced, the man said “this is good
dun horse”. (Grayish brown).

G-g

gaakhl #n. mouse.

gahlelkw #. woodchuck.

ganaa’w . frog.
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Names of the Animals - Gyeets
HUWEHL YEJASXW

gax n. rabbit.

gin n. skunk.

GW-gw

gwaso’ n. domestic pig. From: loan
word from the French word cochon.

gwilkw ». groundhog.

H-h

hagwi’look’ n. sea monster, like a
dinosaur.

hanak’am muus #n. female moose.
Known as cow moose.

hanak’am wen n. female deer
known as “doe”.

hat’ ». marten, sable.

hawaw #n. lion.

HL-hl
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hla’waak’hl wen, hlihlguuhlxwhl
wen. N. deer fawn.

hlgw’us n. puppy dog. See: also,
juuw’w.

J-i

jaayaas n. young beaver, small in
size.

jegwasxw n. animal. Pl. yejasxw.
See: yejasxw

juulukw n. black woodchuck.
Burrowing animal, only seen in the
spring.

juw’w n. puppy dog. See: also,
hlgu’us.

K-k

ksihlxw 7. lizard or salamander.

K-k’

K’ala’waa’ n. fox. See: t’ek’alus.

K’iphlik’ n. flying squirrel. See:
gipeygum ts’ inhlik’.
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Names of the Animals - Gyeets
HUWEHL YEJASXW

lelt ». snake.

lik’insxw . grizzley bear. See: also,
madiik.

lis’in »n. mink.

M-m

maaxwsxum gax n. snowshoe
rabbit.

madiigan ts’ uuwiaks #. sea bear,
this sea bear has a dorsal fin with a
hole in it; and it used to swim up the
river; it was killed at Seeley Lake by
the Giskaast of Gitsegukla.

madiik n. Grizzley bear; old
language of T’ aamlaxaamit. see:
lik’insxw.

metxum laxsga’inst #n. mountain
goat.

miksihl 7. weasel.

mismuus #. domestic cow.
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muus 7z moose; came from its
beard-like skin and hair hanging from
its chin. See; xaadaa.

‘M-‘m

‘maas gibuu n. white timber wolf.

N-n

naak’eeda n. muskrat.

naak’its, noosik’ . wolverine.

neksim gyuweden #. stud horse; a
male horse for breeding.

S-s

sitha’wehlxw’m lik’insxw 7.
Grizzley bear cubs.

sitha’wehlxw’m smex n. bear cubs.

Silimaxsxw’m metx. 7.
domesticated sheep.

sim smex #. black bear. See: ul,
madiik and lik’ insxw.

T-t
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Names of the Animals - Gyeets
HUWEHL YEJASXW

tkalt’aam ts’imilx n. medium size

beaver; just before adulthood, a year
old.

“T-t

t’ek’aluts n. red fox. See:k’ala’waa’

TS-ts

ts’imilx n. beaver large.

ts’inhlik’ n. squirrel.

ts’ilgees n. chipmunk.

U-u

ul #. black bear this is the language
used at T’aamlaxaamit. see: sim
smex.

us #n. dog. Pl. es’us.

us simsbgaytgan 7. coyote. The
other is: see: gindaahl’i.

W-w

weex n. lynx.
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wen n. deer.

wijix 7. caribou. Animal from a
barren land.

wiji’m sbayt gan n. woodland
caribou.

‘W-‘w

‘waagam gyuweden n. colt

‘waagim muus 7. moose calf-

‘waak n. colt or calf.

‘ween n. fisher.

‘wetsx n. otter, river otter.

‘wii wen n. mule deer.

‘wiigaakhl 7. rat.

‘witax kabalas n. pl. tadpoles. Pl. of
‘wii kabalas.
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Names of the Animals - Gyeets
HUWEHL YEJASXW

xadaa n. moose from; Tahltan
language. See: muus.

Y-y

yejasxw n. pl. animals. See;
jewasxw.

yejasxw’m ts’imaks n. under water
animals; living creatures in the water.
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Types of fish - Gyeets
HUWEHL HUN

A-a

amlax ». old salmon, after spawning
and they’re ready to die. The color is
red, the bears have an easy time
catching them.

‘A-‘a

‘asu n. green sea urchin, Habitat; on
rocky shores and in kelp beds.

B-b

bilaa 7. abalone. Habitat; among
rocks and under winged kelp, in
shallow water at zero tide. It has to be
pried off the rock with a knife or any
implement.

D-d

daats’ax n. sturgeon, used to come
up the river a long time ago.

daks n. flounder, are not in our
rivers but plentiful at the coast.

E-e

eek’ n. coho salmon, these fish come
up the river early August to the end of
September.
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genti n. California Stichopus,
Habitat; on protected rocky shores
and pilings in clean, quiet water.

gibuum ts’im aks 7. wolf eel, is not
in our rivers only at the coast and not
eaten by our people.

gitl n. male fish, after spawning and
is red in color.

G-g

gaaniis ». chum, or dog salmon also
known as k’a’it. They come up the
river mis august to the end of
September, the is so rough that its
used for shoes.

gabook . nuttall’s cocles, Habitat;
in sand from near low tide. They’re
dug out with a four-finger potato
digger. November to January is the
best time to dig them up.

gamaats’ n. star-fish. Ochre Sea
Star, Habitat; on wave-washed rocky
shores or just above low-tide line and
sometimes below.

gasgaats’ n. dog fish, looks like a
small shark and are not in our rivers,
only in salt water at the coast and is
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Types of fish - Gyeets
HUWEHL HUN

not eaten by our people. Habitat; in
temperate waters with soft muddy
bottoms.

glanxs len n. female salmon, after
spawning its eggs, it looks long and
skinny red in color.

gyels n. blue mussel, habitat;
attached to rocks near low-tide line,
which are very hard to get off.

H-h

hadeni #. black cod, are not in our
rivers only at the coast.

hadl n. baster halibut, are not in our
rivers and not eaten by our people.

hagwil’olkam ts’imaks 7. sea
monster.

hagwin n. Californian mussel.

hats’elda n. two-spotted octopus,
habitat; in holes under rocks.

hun n. all ypes of fish.
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HL-hl
hlbin 7. any whale.

hloots’ n. white fish, are very bony
but tasty.

hluya’ n. small spring salmon,
called jack spring.

I-i

ilax n. harbor seal, Habitat; coastal
waters and up the Skeena River in our
area.

J-

JUXW n. harbor porpoise, Habitat;
subarctic and cold temperate waters
usually inshore often in bays, harbors,
estuaries and the mouth of the Skeena
River, and is the fisherman’s indicator
of which way the wind is going to
blow.

K-k

ksah n. blue shark, Habitat; in
shallow coastal waters over sand and
far out at sea, more common in late
summer. Sharks are not in our rivers,
only at the coast and not eaten by our
people.

ksimilit ». rainbow trout.
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Types of fish - Gyeets
HUWEHL HUN

K’-Kk’

k’awts’ n. gray cod, are not in our
river only at the coast.

K’yaam n. hermit crab, Habitat; on
rocky shores, in tide pools on gravel
bottoms and under rocks. Not in our
rivers only at the coast and not eaten
by our people.

k’almoos n. Dungeness crab,
Habitat; on sand bottoms from low-
tide line to 300 ft. of water.

k’enda n. bat ray, Habitat; shallow,
sandy areas in bays and in waters of
25 fathom or more. Not in our rivers,
only at the coast and not eaten by our
people.

L-1

laahum ts’imt’ax n. lake trout.

laaxw n. any trout.

lok’> n. pacific lamprey or eel,
Habitat; close to shore and into our
river, these eels come up the river the
first week of august. They are very
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oily and rich; the oil is used for tooth
aches by heating the oil and pouring

on the tooth that’s aching. They are
also used for trading with the carrier
people for raw moosehide.

loon n. horse clam, a large clam.

M-m

mesxw’m wook’aawaa n. lion’s
mane, Habitat; floats with the tide
when the tide is very weak.

milit 7. steelhead, Habitat; this fish
that stays in the lakes all winter and at
first sign of spring, around mid-March
to early April or when the rivers open
up from the ice, is when they’re
caught with nets at the Kitwanga river
at a place called 8 mile, and all the
other rivers. To begin their way back
to the sea.

misk’ayaa’it n. bullhead, the ones
we call Bullhead in the Skeena River
is similar to the one called Cabezon
on the Pacific Coast book by B.H.
McConnaughey. The ones in the river
are much smaller and brown in color.

miso’ n. sockeye salmon, Habitat;
these fish come up the river around
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mid-June to the end of august to
spawn their eggs and in the early
spring the little fingerlings go back to
the ocean and in 4 years are back to
repeat the cycle.

mis’neexhl ». common dolphin,
Habitat; offshore, they leap clear out
of the water and ride the bow waves
of the boat for a long time.

‘N-‘n

‘neexhl n. killer whale, Habitat;
upper layers of cooler coastal waters.

P-p

phloon n. sea otter, Habitat; coastal

waters especially rocky shallow shore
with kelp beds and lots of shellfish
especially abalone.

S-s

saabaaya’ n. dolly varden.

saak’ n. eulachaon, Habitat; early
spring around mid-march they’re in
the mouth of the Skeen and the Nass
River. The eulachon is not available
up here but is traded with the Nass
River people or the Kitmaats, along
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with the eulachon grease that is
extensively eaten with all of our food.

sda’moon n. humpback, pink
salmon, come up the river the first
week of August to September and
comes up with the eel.

sga’ n. pacific herring, these fish do
not come up the river but are traded
with the coastal people, the herring
eggs is the most prized and is
available around mid-April from
Kitkatal or Port Simpson.

T-t

txux 7. pacific halibut, Habitat; over
soft bottoms in deep water around 3-
600 fathoms. They are not in our
rivers but are plentiful at the coast and
eaten fresh or dried.

-t

t’bin 7. Steller sea lion, Habitat; on
rocky shore much of the time but in
bad weather they stay in the water
most of the time, they will dive into
the water if approached by a boat.

TS’-ts’

ts’ak’ n. common western spoon
clams, Habitat; in sand just below
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Types of fish - Gyeets
HUWEHL HUN

low-tide line. It’s dug out with a four
fingered potato digger, November to
January is the best time to dig them

up.

ts’ek’ n. giant pacific chiton, known
to us by the name of China slipper.
Habitat; on and among rocks, near
low-tide level to water.

ts’maay . barnacle, Habitat; on
rocks on open wave-swept shore.

ts’imhon 7. vermillion rockfish, this
fish is better know to us as red
snapper, Habitat; over reefs and soft
bottoms to depths of 30-150 fathoms
and it can be caught with jigger.

W-w

we’tuxw n. ling cod, Habitat; over
reefs and sandy bottoms, and are not
in our rivers only at the coast.

wook’aawaa n. jellyfish, Habitat;
floating with tide in coastal and bay
waters when the tides are very weak.

X-x
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xbii hats’elda . giant pacific
octopus, Habitat; under rock holes, in
tide pools.

xdaks #. English sole, Habitat; over
soft bottoms and sand bars. Not in our
rivers only at the coast.

xut’iks ». any minnow, if you
swallow the minnow whole you will
be able to swim fast like a fish.

Y-y

ya’ n. spring salmon or chinook
salmon, these are the first fish to come
up the river in the spring from April to
late June.

‘Y_Sy

‘yaanst’ n. hartweg’s chiton,
Habitat; on or under rocks and under
winged kelp.
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The Names of the Birds - Gyeets

A-a
amgiik ». black duck.

an gokhl gan n. woodpecker.

anluut’aa n. bird’s nest.

ay’aa’y n. ptarmigan. That lives on
the mountain.

B-b

biin . varied thrush, these birds are
only seen up on the mountain sides
just at tree line.

bisda’y n. ruffed grouse.

D-d

dak’hlam ‘al n. ruby-crowned
knight.

dilgoga n. trumpeter swan.

G-g

gahl’winsxw ». downy woodpecker.

gilaxgoo n. red breasted thrush.
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TS'UUTS’

gisgangwealtxw, sook’ n. robin.

G-¢g
gaak’ n. raven.

gadelk 7. sandhill crane.

gaskoos n. great blue heron, crane,
pelican.

gawk’aw n. common crow.

geewin n. seagull.

gul 7. loon.

Gw-gw

gwisgwoos n. stellers jay.

H-h

ha’k n. Canada goose.

haa’atxw n. red headed
woodpecker, black body, red head,
white breast.

hamuum 7. pigeon, dove.

© Gitxsan Wet 'suwet’en Education Society



The Names of the Birds - Gyeets

hasiyuxwsa n. night gale.

hasiyeyks n. barn swallow.

huxw #n. small spotted owl; this little
owl is considered to bring good luck
if heard.

J-j

jin  n. rufous hummingbird.

K-k’
K’utk’unuxws 7. owl. Night bird of
prey.

K’-k’
Kk’alidakhl #. blue jay.

L-1

lits’xw, maxmeek n. blue grouse.

lo’oba ts’e’l n. fool hen.

M-m

majilyee n. common nighthawk.
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TS'UUTS

mis’maat’ixs n. red tailed hawk,
chicken hawk.

‘M-‘m

‘mass gwisgwoos n. whiskey jack,
also known as the camp robber.

N-n

naxnaaxt n. duck.

S-s

sgimsim n. golden eagle.

sgadagulsxw n. baby chicks.

sim naxnaaxt ». mallard duck.

sim’gyeek common flicker, a
woodpecker.

sk’iik n. chickadee, in the spring it’s
known as “siipxwhl ben’y” because
of its song.

-t

t’eegamxham huxw n. great horned
owl chick, they can only be heard in
spring time.
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The Names of the Birds - Gyeets

tuuts’xwa ts’uuts’ #. blackbird.

TS’-ts’

ts’iihl n. snow bird.

ts’in K’waats n. spotted sandpiper.

ts’it’uxda n. marsh wren.

ts’it’uxsda #». wren.

ts’iyoolik’ #. kingfisher.

ts’ikx n. hawk.

ts’uuts’ n. bird

‘W-‘w

‘waadimhlxw 7. this bird sounds
like a baby crying really loud, and is
considered to have super powers to
give one wealth for the rest of one’s
life is heard or seen.

X-X

xsgaak n. eagle.
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TS'UUTS’

xeek . bank swallow; these birds
nest high on river banks and fly just
above water making it look like its
eating the foam that’s on the river.

xsgen, ‘waa’atxw n. hairy
woodpecker.
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Flies and insects - Gyeets
BIYOOSXW GANHL K'UUBA SIMA’LOO’

A-a
aphleek’ n. grass spider.

axgabitxwt 7. no-see-um fly; small
blackfly.

‘A-‘a

‘ap n. bee. in general.

B-b

biyoosxw n. flies. in general.

G-g

getdaalee 7. any spider.

G-g

gansk’ujinxt #. ants.

ganxya’ n. monarch butterfly.

GW-gw

swaatl’ax n. snail or slug.

gwaatl’ax’m laxmo’on n. big
coastal slug.

64| Page

H-h
haalibasim ts’0ok . dragonfly.

hasi hlox »n. June bug.

hisbiliks 7. butterfly species; egg
stage before larva.

HL-hl

hlabukw ksxws txmsim #. aphid,
small bug that lives in a leaf that’s
been curled up by the bug; and looks
like someone spit on the leaf.

I-i

int’ n. louse eggs, nits.

iswit n. stinkbug.

K’-k’

K’ipt’a n. flea, small lice and bed
bugs.

k’uuhlgan or t’ewihlxan ». wood
grub, Teredo Navalis, shipworms.

KW-kw

kwetsja biyoosxw n. housefly eggs.
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Flies and insects - Gyeets
BIYOOSXW GANHL K'UUBA SIMA’LOO’

L-1

leldim wis #». earthworm. that come
out of the ground when it rains.

leldim yip 7. earthworm. you find in
the garden.

lelt n. any snake or worm.

M-m

mask’aawoodax n. butterfly in
general.

mejiluulak’ #». moth, gray in color.

mis’moots’ n. grasshopper, cricket.

‘M-‘m

‘mesxw’am ap n. stinging bee;
hornets, wasps.

S-s

sak’anst n. inch-worm.

sa’naakw’a n. caterpillar species,
tent caterpillar.
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-t

t’a n. body louse.

t’uuts’xwa biyoosxw n. black house

.

TS’-ts’

ts’isxw n. animal fleas, small lice
and bed bugs. see; K’ipt’a

W-w

weleek’ n. horsefly.

‘W-‘w

‘wiit’ax gats’agathl biyoosxw; 7.
mosquitoes.
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