Names of Body Parts
HUWELHL TK’AM’U DIM HOOYHLGIT GYEETS

A-a
aak 7. lips or around the mouth. Part
of the mouth. The two fleshy,
muscular folds that surround the
opening of the mouth.

B-b
ba’ n. thigh. The fleshy part of the
leg between the hip and knee.

beex n. lung. Two organs for
breathing, by means of which the
blood receives oxygen and release of
carbon dioxide.

ben n. belly, abdomen. The part of
the body which contains bowels,
stomach, liver.

biba’a #. thighs. A plural of ba’.

bok n. hip. Projecting part of the
thigh.

D-d
dep n. liver. The liver frees the
blood from waste matter and causes
important changes in many of its
substances.

dibilx #. back of the head. The back
of the head above the nape’ of the
neck.

dido’ . cheeks. pl. of do’. Both
sides of the face. The sides of the face
below the eyes.
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dilx n. tongue. The fleshy, muscular
organ at the bottom of the mouth that
is the main organ of taste, moves to
facilitate chewing and swallowing.
For humans it acts in speech.

dipxs n. heel. The rounded back part
of the foot, below and behind the
ankle.

do’ n. cheek. The side of the face
below the eye.

dults . clitoris.

E-e
en’un . hand or arm and hand.
Consisting of the palm, fingers, and
sometimes includes the arm.

enda’is n. urinary, bladder.
Membranous bag to contain liquid.

en’damihle #. gall bladder. A small
sac under the right lobe of the liver in
which the bile is stored.

endeltxw n. top of the head. On top
of the head or where the hair meets
forming a little circle on top of the
head.

enskimhlxw #. uterus, womb. A
muscular organ lying within the
pelvic cavity, that holds and nourishes
the young, until birth.
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G-g

gelp n. testicles, testis. The male
sperm-producing organ.

gik’yaya’ n. pelvic girdle, rump. The
triangular bone, basin-shaped
structure that supports the sigmoid
colon, the rectum, and the urinary
bladder. It also provides a point of
attachment for the legs.

gits’e’y n. bone marrow. The fatty
substance inside bones.

G-g

gaawa ganlenixs 7. the short tendon
that connects the calf to the heel.

gaakw n. sinew. A tough, strong
band or cord that joins muscle to
bone.

gaakwaa ihlee’ n. blood vein, and
arteries. The membranous vessels or
tubes that carry blood to the heart
from all parts of the body.

gaak n. index finger or pointer
finger. The first finger next to the
thumb.

gala’mee n. larynx, vocal cords. The
upper part of the respiratory tract
between the pharynx and the trachea
that contains the vocal cords.
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galk’an #. uvula. The fleshy cone-
shaped projection hanging above the
back of the tongue.

gal’oost n. stomach. The large
internal organ, the part of the
alimentary canal in which the first
stage of digestion takes place.

gasexw n. groin area. The
depression between belly and thigh.

gats’a’winalt 7. fingers. The five
digits on the hand.

gats’a’winilndim se’ #n. toes. The
five digits on the front part of the foot.

ges n. hair. Threadlike put growth
from the scalp of humans.

goops n. little boys’ penis.

goot n. heart. A hollow muscular
organ that pumps the blood
throughout the body.

gulx 7. scalp. The skin on the top
and back of the head, usually covered
with hair.

H-h

haat ». small intestines. Lower part
of the alimentary canal.

habawink’isii #n. knee-cap patella.
Protective covering for a bone in front
of the knee joint.
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habts’e’y n. temporal bone. The side
of the head just above the temples.

hage’en n. molars. The back molars
1,2, and 3.

hahaats’a #. incisors. Are your front
teeth, you use to bite with.

hak’yo’ n. back. The part of the
vertebrate body nearest the spine.

hamhom n. wrist styloid process of
radius. The arrangement of bone,
styloid of the radius at the wrist.

hanhanix 7. temples. The flat part
on either side of the head above the
cheekbones.

hasbaahupx #. receding hairline at
the forehead. The forehead has grown
from its original size because of the
receding hair line at the forehead.

ha’niidaa’win 7. gums. The firm
flesh in which the teeth are set.

hoonii #. calf of the leg. The back
part of the leg between the knee and
ankle.

hupx #. forehead. Part of the face

just above the eyebrows and between
the temples.
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HL-hl

hlaks n. fingernails. The thin,
transparent plate covering the tips of
the fingers.

hlaksimse’ . toenails. The thin,
transparent plate covering the tips of
the toes.

hlba’w #. jaw. Either of the two
structures that hold the teeth and
frame the mouth.

I-i

ihlee’ n. blood. A red fluid in veins
of humans and animals.

J-j

jeaaxsxw n. adj. curly. Having a
tendency to curl, i.e., curly hair,
having curls.

K’-K’

K’iila’a n. fist or the top of the hand.
A tightly closed hand with the fingers
bent into the palm or the top of the
hand.

k’ik’ubl #. ankle-bone, talus. The
ankle-bone on the outside of either
left or right ankle.

K-k

kihlx 7. chest. The upper part of the
body between the neck and the
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abdomen enclosed by the ribs and
sternum.

K’-k’
K’aldixhaat n. appendix, vermiform
appendix. A slender, closed tube

attached to the large intestine.

K’isii 7. knee. Joint between the
thigh and the lower leg.

K’its’ n. the chin. The central part of
the lower jaw.

K’uu n. penis.
L-1

lagi’l n. eye-brow. The arch of hair
above the eye.

laxo0’l n. eye-brow bone. The bony
ridge above the eye(s).

lex n. pubic hair.
leya goot n. chest hairs.

leya ts’imts’enks ». under arm hair.

leya Cimhlaa’m n. hair on the shins.

leya woo’mil n. eyelashes. A row of
hair around the eye-lids.
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lo’oba’un n. arm muscles, biceps
brachii muscle. The muscle of the
upper arm.

luuwilum (s’ee’w n. guts. All the
internal vital organs.

M-m

maaxwsil 7. the white of the eyes,
sclera. The tough fibrous tissue that
serves as a protective shield for the
more sensitive structure beneath.

mihle #. bile. A bitter, greenish or
yellow liquid secreted by the liver and
stored in the gall bladder.

miinaxs . around the ankle.

moos n. thumb. The short first digit
on the hand, capable of touching the
other four fingers.

moosim se’ 7. big toe on the foot.
The biggest of five digits on the foot
used for balance.

‘moo’osxw Having red hair is not
very clear because of the Gitksen
word ‘moo’osxw which real meaning
resembles something, in this case its
our belief that if they wanted a baby
to be born with red hair, they would
get a dead western sea coach
(isopod?) which they found on the dry
sea weed, when dry this little sea
creature would turn red in color, so
they would tie this to the abdomen of
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the expecting mother, so the baby
would have red hair.

muxw n. the ear(s). organ of
hearing.

‘M-‘m

‘maasexw n. vb. having or becoming
gray. A sign that you are aging.

‘min #n. vagina.

‘moot’iks n. breast(s). mammary
plexus. The mammary gland, esp. of
the human female.

N-n

naxs’nexs n. instep. The top of your
foot between the toes and ankle.

nisx 7. upper lip. Part of the mouth,
the upper lip, just below the nose.

no’ohl #. shoulder. The joint
connecting the arm to the main trunk.

‘N—"‘n
‘naa hanix ». the soft spot the baby’s
head. Soft spot: ‘naa hanix part of
the head above the forehead.
‘naagakw . bald head. Hairless.
‘naahleek’ n. bald spot. A person

with a bald spot or having little or no
hair on the head.

18| Page

P-p

pdel 7. rib(s).

S—s
sdeliks n. ring finger.

sdo’oiks . the right side of the body.
The right or left part of the body, the
abdominal oblique muscle area.

se’ n. foot or leg. The lower part of
the leg that is in direct contact with
the ground, or one of the lower limbs,
the leg.

sgaahaat n. abdominal oblique
muscle internal. The side of the body
at the abdominal oblique muscle
internal area.

sgans n. elbow, the joint between the
upper arm and forearm.

Sgenix n. little finger or the pinkie.

Sgwiink’ihlx 7. the breastbone.
Sternum: A long flat bone
articulation with the cartilage of and
forming the support of most ribs.

sibii doo’ n. cheek bone. Zygomatic
bone.

silkw 7. waist line. The part of the
body between the hips and the ribs.

© Gitxsan Wet 'suwet ’en Education Society



Names of Body Parts
HUWELHL TK’AM’U DIM HOOYHLGIT GYEETS

silkw’inst ». middle finger, the
second finer from the thumb.

simoo’osxw adj. blond hair. The
other word we have for blond is
“uksxw?”,

sip ». bone(s). Hard substance
forming the skeleton of humans and
animals.

sise’ n. legs or feet, a pl. of se’.

smex ». the human flesh, the body,
not the soul or the spirit.

T-t

tk’a n. the body skin: The skin in this
unit is about the whole-body skin.

tk’am’u n. The entire body, and all of
its organs.

tk’am’u’y n. my body.
T -t

t’ikw n. belly-button, navel, a small
mark on the abdomen where the
umbilical cord was attached to the
fetus.

t’imbok #. hip, the part of the body
between the waist and the thigh that

projects outward over the hipbone.

t’imgesa lulak’ ». the skull bone.
The bones of the head.
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t’imges n. head. Upper part of a
persons or animals’ body, containing
the mouth, sense organs and brain.

t’imhlaa’m ». shin bone. Tibial
fibuia: t’imhlaa’m ‘the larger inner
bone of the vertebrate lower leg.

t’imk’yo’ . the back bane spine: The
series of small bones along the middle
of the back, that encloses and protects
the spinal cord and provides support
for the body.

t’imkuuk n. buttocks and the tail
bone area and either of the two
rounded fleshy parts of the rump.

t’imk’aax ». arm and the arm blade.
One of the upper limbs on the
humans.

t’imlenix #». neck the bodily part
linking the head and the main trunk.

t’uuts’il ». pupils of the eye the dark

opening in the center of the iris
through which light enters the eyes.

TL-tl

tP’ak’ n. lower lip, part of the mouth,
the lower lip, above the chin.

TS’ —ts’

ts’ak’ n. nose part of the face, organ
of smell, also for breathing.
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ts’el n. eye(s) and or the face. In our
language ts’el means eye(s) or the
face.

ts’im dibilx 7. the back of the neck
and nape, where the spine meets the
head.

ts’im kul n. annus. Lower opening of
the bowel.

ts’imaak’ ». mouth, inside the mouth.
The mouth used for eating or
speaking.

ts’imen’un. ». the palm of the hand.
The inner part of the hand between
the wrist and the fingers.

ts’imsaa’y n. the part of the body
being the knee.

ts’imse’ #. the sole of the foot. The
bottom or the under surface of the

foot.
ts’imts’ak’ n. inside the nose, or the
nostrils.

ts’imts’eexhl . between the legs.
Symphysis pubic. Between the

symphysis pubic area, and the annus.

ts’oohl muxw #. behind the ear. Just
behind the ear lobes.

W-w

winges 7. brain. The large gray nerve
tissue enclosed in the cranium of a
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vertebrate that interprets sensory
impulses, coordinates and controls
bodily functioning and is the center of
emotion and thought.

wit n. collar bone.

woo’mil 7. eye lid(s). Either of the
two folds of skin and muscle that
open and close over the eye.

‘W —‘w

‘win n. tooth or teeth. A set of hard
bone like structures rooted in sockets
in the jaw, for chewing and for
speaking.

‘winim us ». canines. Is your dog
teeth on the bottom jaw; eye tooth:
‘winim ts’el eye tooth (cuspid is what
the Gitksen call the canine on your
upper teeth.

Y-y
yuuwaa naahlx n. windpipe.

Y —‘y
‘yimkk’ n. whiskers: hair growing on
a man’s cheeks and chin and above

the upper lip.

Total number of entries: 134
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