The Sim'algax Alphabet and Writing System for
the Gitksen:

The Sim'algax alphabet uses twenty letters from the English (or Latin)
alphabet, plus the apostrophe (hard sign), the hyphen (also called the hard
sign) and the underline (with g, k, and x). The letters ¢, f, q, 1, V, and z
are not used because there are no equivalent sounds in native Sim'algax
words or else they are not needed to represent Sim'algax sounds.

The alphabetical order of the Gitxsenimx letters and letter-combinations
with the English names of the sound that the Gitxsenimx letter(s) make:

a = shorta k' = hard front k § = ess
aa = longa k = soft back k t = softt
b = softb k' = hard back k t' = hard t
d = softd kw = soft kw tl' = hard tee-ell
e = shorte kw' = hard kw ts = soft tee-ess
ee = long e I = softell ts' = hard tee-ess
g = soft front g 'l = hard ell u = shortu
g = soft back g m = soft em uu = longu
gw = soft gw 'm = hard em w = soft w
h = aitch n = soft enn 'w = hard w
hl = aitch-ell 'n = hard enn x = front eks
i = short i o = short o x = back eks
iil = long1 00 = long o Xw = eks-w
j = soft jay p = softp y = softy
= soft front k p' = hardp 'y = hard y

and the glottal stop is signified by ' (between vowels and after a fricative
or a soft resonant) and by - (after a soft voiceless stop).
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There are ten vowell sounds; five vowels are short and five vowels are
long:

There are thirty six consonants, which can be displayed on a phonetic
chart as:

Labials Coronals Dorsals
Stops
Hard p' t' ts' tl' k' kw' k'
Soft voiceless p t ts k kw k
Soft voiced b d j g gw ¢
Fricatives
Voiceless s hl X XW X
Soft m n 1 y w h
Resonants
Hard 'm 'n 1 'y 'w /-

The labial sounds are made with the lips, the coronal sounds are made with
the tip of the tongue, and the dorsal sounds are made with the main
tongue-body. The lateral sounds are made by letting the airstream escape
out both sides of the tongue and mouth.

The hard stops are indicated by writing an apostrophe immediately after
the appropriate voiceless stop (or affricate) letter or letter-combination; for
example, p', t', tI', ts', k', kw', and k'. And for their part, the hard
resonants are indicated by writing an apostrophe immediately before the
appropriate letter; for example, 'm, 'n, 'l, 'y, and 'w.
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The t', t, and d are simple stops; ts' ts, and j are simple affricates; and tI' is
a hard lateral affricate.

There are three kinds of dorsal sounds; the front K', K, g, X, ¥ and 'y are
palatal sounds; kw, gw, XW, W and 'w are labiovelar sounds; and the back

k', k, g and x are uvular sounds.

The h is a voiceless laryngeal glide, while the ' and the - indicate the
glottal stop.

Where a glottal stop follows a voiceless stop, it is written as the hyphen so
as not to be confused with the corresponding hard stop; for example, we
write Git-an'maaxs and not *Git'an'maaxs and Git-anyaaw, not
*Git'anyaaw.  On the other hand, we can write ‘the glottal stop as
apostrophe following a resonant without confusion; for example, in words
like Sim'algax and sim'oogit, the glottal stop clearly follows the first em
in the word. Or in a singular form like a'lax, the hard ell clearly sounds
different from the soft ell followed by glottal stop in the plural form
al'a'lax. Similarly, we can write the glottal stop with the apostrophe
immediately following a fricative without confusion; for example, s'in and

x'is.
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KEY TO THE GITKSEN ALPHABET

L. a shorta........ am tobegood; aks water, to drink.
............................ rureenennn. FOT More information see top of page 1
2. aa long a.............. aat net or ashes; anaax bread.
......................................... For more information see bottom of page 1
3.b bee .. ben belly: beexlungs =
......................................... For m ore information see top of page 17
4. d dee........... douwscat; dew ice. W
......................................... For more information see middle of page 18
S. e shorte........ . ye’ grandfather; se’foot, leg.
......................................... For more information see top of page 2
6. ee longe eek coho salmon; seeks spruce tree.
......................................... For more information see bottom of page 2
7. g frontg............ gibuu wolf. gup to eat. |
......................................... For more information see top of page 21
8. g' back g gan tree; gaak raven or index finger.
......................................... For more information see top of page 24
9. gw gee-W.............. gwiikw groundhog; gwia blanket.
......................................... For more information see bottom of page 22
10. h aitch....... AT haat intestines; hat’ martin
......................................... For more information see bottom of page 13
11. Bl aitch-ell........... hlep deep;, mihl burn.
......................................... For more information see top of page 13
12. & shorti.. . ... .. is soapberries; sip bone.
......................................... For more information see top of page 3
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13. i long i....cccoooon. disxw smells; siipxw sick, painful
For more information see bottom of page 3

........................................

14. j Jay......,--;-...-....;.. Jep to make; wijix caribou.
For more information see bottom of page 19

.........................................

L For more information see bottom of page 20
16. k' hard frontk .... kKuuhlyear; - k%y one thing.
......................................... For more information see top of page 20

17. k soft back K....... ts’ak nose; hak goose
......................................... For more information see top of page 23
18 X | 'h-ard'ﬁback_ k..... K'uts to cut; K ‘aat cane
......................................... For more information see bottom of page 23
19. kw soft kw .... .. gwelkw to be dry; ‘mekw far. |
......................................... For more information see top of page 22
20. kw' hard kw........ kw'ootxw lost; kw’est broken
......................................... For more information see bottom of page 21
21. 1 soft L....cooreeene do%0p 1OCk; lOK” rOtten.
......................................... For more information see top of page 6

22.°1 hardl............ seelax needle. B
For more mformatlon see bottom of page 9

.........................................

23. m softm........... HMHEXW full; maa’y berries

24. ‘m hard m........... ‘mitxw scattered.
For more information see top of page 10 .

.........................................
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.........................................

nax snowshoes: Jen roe or fish eqgs
For more information see top of page 7

.. ‘maxbait; ‘nuow to die.

For more information see bottom of page 10

en’on hand or arm; 00s cross cousin.
For more information see top of page 4

moos thumb; sim'eogit chief.
For more information see bottom of page 4

For more information see bottom of pége 16

petliks; soaked and wet.

For more information see top of page 11 and top. of
page 16

For more information see top of page 14

goot heart; th'a skin.
For more information see top of page 18

taa tosit; t'ax lake.

.. For more information see bottom of page 17

26. n hardn........
27. 0 softe ... .
28. oo longo.............
29 piosoftp ...
30. p hadp.........
e —
32, ¢t softt ...
33. tihardt .. ...
34. tWhadfl. ... ..
35. ts soft 5. .

.........................................

tl'ook mud; tlaak lower l'-'ip_:_ ?
For more information see bottom of page 24

. Isim inside; yefs chop. hit.

For more information see bottom of page 18 and top of

...page 19

.........................................
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ts’uuts’ birds; ¢sa’wxs shoes.
For more information see middle of page 19

VI



37. short dulpxw to be short; enuhl drum.
For more information see top of page 5

.........................................

38. uu longu............ duus cat; fs‘uuts” birds.
For more information see bottom of page 5

.........................................

.........................................

40. ‘w hard w............ ‘win tooth; ‘wefsx otter.
For more information see bottom of page 11

.........................................

41. x front X............. hix fat; t7lix grease.
For more information see bottom of page 14

.........................................

42. X back Xoreiboeict bax run; Xadaa moOOse.
For more information see top of page 15

43. XW eks-W..ooomene guxw to shoot; ixw fish hook and line.
For more information see bottom of page 15

44,y softy ... e yip land, ground.

For more information see top of page 8

.........................................

45. 'y hard'’y ... ‘yens leafs; yimk whiskers.

For more information see top of page 12

.........................................

46. ' glottal stop....... ya’ spring salmon.
For more information see bottom of page 8 and top of

.........................................
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This is the first sound of the Gitksen alphabet.
sat,

the short &g is like; at, bat,
vowels.
Words for short a:
l. asgi --——---—- ugly 7
2. 8ks ——————eex water, 8
3. anwang —--—-—-— seed 9
4. 3gnaax ------—- bread. 10.
5. hayalya’ ---- drill 11.
6. hawil ------- arrow. 12.

1 Gyeets

A - a

Long aa the second of ten vowels.

the sound of the long &&, is like ,had or like dad
Words for long aa.

2 A U

aat —--——------ ashes 7
nag —--------- who 8
agk ----=---- lips 9
hagt ---—---- intestines. 10
daala ------- money. 11.

The sound of
and had, and the first of ten

algyst -——————- lazy.

hatsalda -—---- octopus.

am ———————————- good, o.k.
an’on---——-—--—- hand, arm.
anjok -—-—————- camping place.
anist -———————- limb of a tree.

ma3akst ------- throw in water.
anagx —-------- bread.
amxsiwgg ----- white person.
luumaaksag --- do washing.
saakx -------- oolachen.
aadihl --—-——- never mind.
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e

Short @ the third of ten vowels:the sound of the short € as in wét

and bet. Here are some words for short e.

O o p oo

he’'y —----- I said. 7. dibe --———=——-- mountain sheep.
edo’o ---- go. 8. s€ e ————————- foot, leg.
sim he --- the truth. 9. dawe --——————- tamed goat.
ye'e ——--- grandfather. 10. lelt --------—- snake.
wen —---——-- deer. 11. get ———————-—- man, people.
sgenx ---- little finger. 12. sgeksxw ------ hurt,accident.
EE - ee

Long ee the forth vowel of ten.

The sound of the long ee€ is; make,bake,and lake;

Words for long ee€;
eg' —-———- yes 7. libleet ==—=—-=- preacher.
nee —---- no 8 'ween ----——----- fisher.
seegit -- murder. 9. 'mi'yeen -———-- cigarette.
yee -——-- walk. 10. haseex ------—- rattle.
yeen ---- fog,cloud. 11. eek -—-—=——————- coho salmon.
ginees -- little boy. 12. ee'esxw —--————- promise.
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Short i is the fifth vowel of ten.

I
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1

the sound of the short i is; hit, heat. as in the word his.

words for short I.

SR o

Is ———————- soapberries
jin ——————- hummingbird
slp ——---——- bone

si]l -————-- drunk

dim ------- will
didils ---- alive.

I1

7.
8.
S-
10.
11.
12.

The long ii is the sixth vowel.
The sound of the long Ii is.

Words for long ii.

2 2 =R =

Iiis —————- necklace.
hii ——————- the strat of.
'nii -—--- on top of.

gwiila --- blankets.
gwiikxw -- groundhog.
ts'iipxw - to snare.

li'ligit ~——--- feast.

mooji --——————o almost.
hagwil win ---- take it easy.
sgimsim ------- golden eagle.
silsil ——=————- drunks.

ISXW —=—=—=———m stink

ee as in the words heed and pizza.

60

10.

12.

sii wil --—-—- brand new.
ha'niiwen ---- floor,chairs.
'wii t'is -——-—- big.

am gijikxw ---- hemlock tree.
siipxw —----—-—- sick.

'nii yukwsxw -~ hanging up.
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O -o0

The short o is the seventh vowel.

The sound of the short o0 is; an O as in the word office and the
word fought.

Words for the short o.

1. en'On ———---- hand, arm. 7. goy'max --- bright.
2. lo'op —==-———- rock, stone. 8. 0'0s —————- cousin.
3. WO OXx —————-—- to bark. S. wo'0s —-—--— plate.
4., do' —--—-—-—---- cheek. 10. hisjoks --- bicnic.
5. miso' ---———- sockeye. 11. mo'on --——- salt.
6. dok -——————-- to take. 12. gado'on --- yonder.

OO0 - oo

The long oo is the eighth vowel. The sound of the long 00 in the
west is: aw as in the word law and fraud.

Words for the long 00.

1. moohl ---——---- barrel. 7. gwooyim ----- spring time.

o woot ——-—-—---—- to sell. 8. hooni ------- calf of the leg.

3. an doosta'-——-- across. 9. gyooks ------ to float.

4. daboon --———--- padlock. 10. yoot ----—-——- to roast.

5. diboogit ------ shrew. 11. doosta’' --——- the other side.

6. anhooya' ----—- tools. 12. loosim ——-—-- to, for you.
(plural)
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U -1u

The short u is the ninth vowel.the sound of the short u is;
U as in the word super and boot. Words for the short wu.

1. ubin -—-——-—-- pregnant.
2. hupx —-————-——- forehead.
3. "maly --———-——- crazy.

4. hu wilp --—--- houses.
5. huwe---————-- names

6. 1w ———————-- warts

7.
8.
9.

10.

11.

umhlxw -——--- moss

hugwast ----- snare

gum ~—-—-————- fly ash

MUKW —————=—m ear, or news.
huxws —————-- dry fish fillets
nuts ———~———- snot

UU - uu

The long wu is the tenth and last of the vowels.
The sound of the long uwu is; oo as in the words food, rude.

Words for the long uwu.

1. wut ——------ baked

2. duus ------ cat.

3. guud ----—- to take.

4. nuuhlxxw -- to be wet.
5. ts'uuxs --- small.

6. luux --———-- alder tree.

04]

10.
11.
12.

myuup ------——- rice
gyuu'n ---———-- now

UUR ————————eu copper.
anyuust-------- cellar.
duu' ----———-- over there.
UURXW ————mmm e home brew.
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GITXSEN CONSONANTS

The resonant sounds I,m n,w,& y . The sounds are just like the
sounds in English and use the same symbols as English sounds. The

first resonant sound is I; as in let,look, & lake.

Here are some words for I.

L -1

1. Jaaxw ---——--—- trout. 7. lelt ——————————- snake.

2. len —————————- fish eggs. 8. lax —--———-—------ on top of.
3. libast ---—---—- sewing. 9. Iimx ---—--——--- sing.

4. ligi'l -——---—- eyebrow. 10. Jit ———-——-———-- wedge.

5. loom —-—-=--——-- for us. 11. Jukxw ---—-——-—- to move.
6. Juu ————-————~ inside. 12. Jaam ——-————————- alcohol.

M - m

The sound of @ is just like the sound in English and uses the
same symbol as English sound. The second resonant sound is m;

as in these words:

1. meek -—————-—- cone. 7. mihl -—---—- to burn.
2., Meex —-————-—-- sour 8. laam ----—--- alcohol.
3. all ——————————- good. 9. anjem ----—-- pot.

4, gy'am -------- saskatoon 10. moos -—-———-- thumb.

5. miyuup -----—- rice. 11. mo'on ------ salt.

6. mRkw —-—--—-—--——- ripe. 12. mooja' -—-——-- almost.
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N - n

The 1 sound is just like the sound in English and uses the same

symbol as the English sound. Here are some words for I

_O)_Cﬂrhwml—«

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

nmax --————————- snowshoes.
nda -—---—————- where
nisx —————————m upper lip.
m'u ——-—=—— dead.
sgans -—--~——-——- elbow
'weenl ————————- fisher.

W - w

The w sound is just like the sound in English and uses the same

symbol as the English sound. Here are some words for W,

2 O A~ 0 o -

root.

sandbar.

to dig.
name.

to know.

7. Wis —-—----- rain.
8. wit ———-- collar bone.
9. mwok --—--—- to sleep
10. #ox ------ to bark.
11. meex --—--- lynx
--——to sell.

12. woot’
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Y

The ¥y sound is just like the sound in English and uses the same

symbol as the English sound. Here are some words for J.

1. ya' ————- spring salmon. 7. Jyahlx---------- saliva.
2. Jyahlxw -- slippery. 8. Jyel-———-———-—- to lie.
3. 'yens --- leafs. 9. yenkw-—————---- mouldy.
4. Yyee —-———- walk. 10. yim——---—-----—- to smell.
5. Yyeen —--—- fog. 11. gyoop'————————-— go ahead.
6. gYyooks -- to float. 12. gyuun' -—————--- now.

STOP SIGN OR THE GLOTTAL STOP

The next consonant is the glottal stop '

The glottal stop is a sound that is the temporary absence of sound.
The glottal stop is when the vocal chords are briefly shut, and the
flow of air out of the mouth is cut off and so is the sound.

!

The sign for the glottal stop 1is:

8
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wo oSt —————-—- plate 7
lo'op ————=—=—- rock 8
ee e —————————n yes. 9
tk'a ———mmm—— skin 10
k'aat ———-————-- cane 11
| | G —— open 12

9 Gyeets

miso'o --——- sockeye.

wilb'y ——--- my house.

naks'y ----- my wife

bok' —=————o lame

ts'e'l ———-- eye, face.

ts'al ————-- half-smoked fish.

1

The glottal stop is a sound that is the temporary absence of sound.
The glottal stop is when the vocal chords are briefly shut, and the
flow of air out of the mouth is cut off and so is the sound.

Here are some words for the hard

3’
4.

al 'Jax ---mean. Bs
xwbi ‘1 -- ten. (money) 6.
'lagx ----- mending needle 7.
gwla 'I--- three. 8.

see 'Jax---~----needle.
gya 'laasxw----- open the eyes.
ligi "J-——=——— eyebrow.
gilaal "-————-—- to see.
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The glpttal stop is a sound that is the temporary absence of sound.
The glottal stop is when the vocal chords are briefly shut, and the
flow of air out of the mouth is cut off and so is the sound.

Hard ‘m word list.

mel -—————————- canoe

loo ‘m -----—---- for us

nuu ‘M --------- we, us

sda ‘moon ------ pink salmon.
mxs —-————————- trousers.

! ]}I _

——————— to grow.
‘misaax ---- day light.
————— canoes.
—————— to crazy.
go ‘milt ---- take a glimpse.

The glottal stop is a sound that is the temporary absence of sound.
The glottal stop is when the vocal chords are briefly shut, and the
flow of air out of the mouth is cut off and so is the sound.

Hard ‘n word list.

_Cﬂthml\bl—-

‘miin ---——--- you 6.
‘misim -----—- you guys. 7.
A to chew. 8.
‘nim -------——- want to 9.
jigyuu ’n ---- right now. 10.

10

‘nakxw ---- far.
‘noo’o ---—— birch bark basket.

gyuu ‘'n --—- now.

‘neexhl --- killer whale.
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Pv _ pv

The glottal stop is a sound that is the temporary absence of sound.
The glottal stop is when the vocal chords are briefly shut, and the
flow of air out of the mouth is cut off and so is the sound.

Here are some words for the hard p ’

1. p'etl’iks ——————mm soaked and wet.
2. plaxts’a ——————mmmme floating seaweed.

"W - 'w

The glottal stop is a sound that is the temporary absence of sound.
The glottal stop is when the vocal chords are briefly shut, and the
flow of air out of the mouth is cut off and so is the sound.

Here are some words for the hard ‘w.

1. 'Win ————-——o teeth 6. 'Wmasan -----—- gray willow.
2. 'Ma ————————— to find. 7. 'wiitis----———- big, large.

3. 'meen ————————— fisher 8. 'meek 's —————- discovered.

4. 'wiiooks --—--- wide 9. 'Weesxw -————- plentiful.

11
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'Y 'y

The glottal stop is a sound that is the temporary absence of sound.
The glottal stop is when the vocal chords are briefly shut, and the
flow of air out of the mouth is cut off and so is the sound.

Here are some words for the hard ‘y

1. 'yim —————————— quills. 5. 'yimk ----—————— whiskers.
2. 'yak ————=—mm—m— hanging. 6. wilaa'y ——--—--- I know
3. limx'oo'y ---- dirge song. 7. us'y -————————- my dog
4., 'win'y --—---—- my teeth. 8. 'mel'y --————-—- my canoe.

H. - hl, H - h,
S - s, X -x, XW -xw

The windy consonants. hl, h, x, X, XwW, S,

They are called that for obvious reasons. All of them are
pronounced with a hissing or whooshing of air in the mouth and
throat. In phonetic terms they are known as fricative because of"
the friction caused by air in the mouth when saying them. Two of
them make the same sounds, 7 & S, as in English. The remaining
letters and combinations of letters represent sounds that do not
exist in English.

12
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HL - hl

How to pronounce the A in Gitxsen. You make this sound by

setting your mouth as if you were going to pronounce a word that
starts with 1. Just blow softly as if you weré a snake hissing

gently. The sound should be a perfect AI.

Some words with AZ in them.

1. Ahlgu ts'uusxw - little one 6. hlo'oxs --- to kick.

2. hlap ————eeee— deep. 7. mihl ————— to burn.

3. hlit ————e———- ball. 8. hloxs ---—-- sun

4. hlgim meht ---- eggs. 9. hlaks ----—- finger nails.
5. hleek ———————— worn out. 10. Ahlatsx----—- fish tail.

H - h

The two of the easiest windy consonants are the letters h,& s they
sound exactly the same as in English.

The word list for the letter A are.

1. hap ------—-——-to0 collapse.
2. hilin -—--——--- to be lonely.
3. halakw —---——-- gun powder.
4. haahlzxan -----—- wall

5. ha ————mm air.

13
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S o

S — S

S sounds exactly the same as in English.

Sgya ----- herring. 5. haast
sisuus --théy’re small. 6. Sgidim

14 Gyeets

___________ half or .50¢.

—————————— fire weed

X - X

This is pronounced by setting your mouth as if you’re going to
pronounce a word that begins with the letter k,in English. Instead
of saying k you just blow gently out of the mouth, this will give

you a perfect Gitxsen front X. Try some of these words;

hooxhl -----—- use it 6
'misaaX —--——--- daylight. 7
da'misXs -—--—--—- to squeeze. 8
dahliisx -—---- socks. ]
baasx —-—--—-——-- to fear. 10.

14

anaax -------—- bread
hix --=——===m=- fat
Xpaa’w ———---—- jaw
wijix -—-—---———- caribou.
t'ilixX -—————-- grease.
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X - X

The back X; to make this sound set your mouth as if you’'re going to
say the word caw in English. Instead of saying the word caw, just
blow gently out of the mouth. This should give you a perfect
Gitxsen back X. If you can't get the sound, try it this way; Just

pretend that you have a fish bone stuck in your throat and you are
trying to get it out; now try these words.

1. 'maxs ------------ trousers. 6. Xsgaak ---------- eagle

2. meex --------auu- sour 7. xsdaa ---~-mmmeee- to win
3. bax - run. 8. Xsen ----------n-- gamble
4. xts'a'y ~--memmmmm- thick 9. Xlilst -----mmmmmeev cough
5. deeXt -------emam- to fall down. 10. noX -----emmmmeev mother

Xxw, This is the rounded x, and one of the easier sounds to

pronounce. To make this sound simply round the lips and blow
gently with a wh sound. Now try it with these words.

l. saxw ——---—-——————- mouth of a stream.

2. SiipXw --————————- sick, sore, or painful.

3. MUXW ——~—————————— ear

4. huxws ---—-——————- dried fish fillets.

5. itxmhl -————————-- call it.

6. duXmwsw ——-—-—————- to run out of food or something.
7. alisXW —-——-—-————- to be weak or slow.

15



P-p, P-p', B-Db

The set of labial or the lip sounds: plain p, hard p' and b.

There are a few words that start with p or p’'. The reason is
that most words start out with a consonant immediately followed

by a vowel. Remember the rule if a p is followed by a vowel it

becomes a b.

The first sound to try is the hard p’ to get this sound is simple,
just a bit of a snap as you open your lips, here are some examples;

ansiip "insxw --- friend.

gyop ' ------ go ahead. 7. hlp'iyuxw ----—- to inform.’

goyp max --- bright hlp 'iyumasxwit - a messenger.

© © I O
=
ks
l_.l
E
2

sp 'agasxw--— to sample sp 'a’yt gan ---- in the trees.

dip 'zs------ heel 10. dulp xw -------- short

S i A L

Here are a few examples for the plain p. It is pronounced

just as in English.

1. pdal —-—-———- rib, ribs. 5. Jjap ——————————- fix or make.
2. pPsa ——=———- gray clay. 6. hupx -—-———————- forehead.

3. hlpaaw’ --- jaw. 7. wilp -————————- house

4. miyuup ---- rice. 8. ptalyxw ------- climb

16



17 Gyeets

b sounds the same in English.

1. ben ————-——--—- belly 5. ba'a —---—---m—o thigh.

2. baasx --———---- to fear 6. baligi ---————- suddenly.
3. bax ---——~————- run. 7. beex -—--—-—e-- lung.

4. bilan -—--—=——- belt. 8. bil'ust --=---- star

T-t, T'-t', D-d

The set of sounds behind the front upper teeth:
plain ¢, ¢’, and plain d.

The first will be the hard ¢’; There is a slight click when
it is pronounced correctly. Here are some examples.

1 t ’aap ---—-- to hammer. 5. t’ipxaat --- two animals.
2. hat’al ---- cedar bark. 6. t’a ————— louse.

3. t’aa -———- to sit 7. t’akx ————-- to forget.
4. ha'wit’ --- don't, stop it. 8. t’ya'ytxw -- thunder.

17



18 Gyeets

The sounds of plain Z and d are exactly the same in English.

some examples for Z.

1. hlit ————===-—- ball. 4. hilt -————-—- lots. many.
2. huut -—————-——- to flee. 5. gitxw —-——-——- swollen.
3. ixsta -———————- sweet, tasty. 6. tabeekw --—-——- circular.

D - d

Sounds exactly the same in English

1. didils ---- to be alive. 4. xdii --- to have tea.
2. dew ——-———- ice. 5. daala -- money.
3. dep -———-—- liver 6. del ---— to fight or very loud.

The TS = tS series.

This is another of the sets of sound€ in Gitxsen which require
double symbols; (ts) In the English words nuts and sheets.
We have the same combination of ¢ and S sound as you will now

be studying in Gitxsen;

18



19 Gyeets
Here are some words with %s in them;

1. yets ————- to hit, or to spank. 4. hatsalda ----- octopus.
naagiits - wolverine. 5. hiits --------- to send.
3. hayafsxw - copper shield. 6. hlatsgx -——---- fish tail.

The hard TS ' — -tS '

Hard t¢s’; this sound is not the same as the plain ts,
it has the forcefulness of the way it's made. There

is a real hiss of strong expression of the S sound.
Here are some words with £s’ in them.

1. aats’ap --————- door, 4. ts’itxs --———- waterfall.
2. hapts’ay ----- comb. 5. ts’ok ———————- salmon belly.
3. ts’im ———---—- inside of 6. ts’uwuts '-——--- birds

The consonant J - J

This letter has a gz sound. Remember this rule, when a plain
ts is followed by a vowel it becomes a j .

Here are some words with j in them.

1. Jin ———---- hummingbird. 4. jekw -------- to kill
2. Jok —————-- to camp 5. Jehl -———eu-- to lose
3. hisjoks ---a picnic. 6. mooji ------- almost.
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K -k, K' - k', G-9

The first one we’ll look at is the hard k’; it has a gentle

click accompanying the sound, try to say cat, hold your tongue
tightly against the roof of your mouth release it suddenly, you may
hear a slight click.

Here are some words with the hard k’:

1. kK’i'y —————- one (thing) 5. k’ihlx ------——- chest.
2. k’ilt --—-—-- summit of a hill. 6. K’wootxw —--—---———- lost.
3. Kk’yul ---——- one (human) 7. K’its' -——————- chin.
4. Kk’ooxst ---- maple tree.

plainK - k andG"'g

These sounds are no problem to pronounce, They are a bit like the
sound Kk in English; keep and the g; in the word geese.

here are some words with plain K.

1. gwiikxw ----- groundhog. 4., aks —~———---—- water or river.
xsgyaak ----- eagle. 5. lakgw ——--—- wood fuel for fire.
3. tookxw ------ group eating 6. ankxws ----- to be cooked.

20
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G -9

g as in the word geese. Here are some words with the plain fop

1. guxw ———————- to shoot. 5. gyuuden ---- horse.

2. getdalee ---- gpider. 6. gookwst ---- to soaked in water.
3. giikzxw ------ to buy. 7. get --——-——- man, or people.

4. sget ———————- born

KW - kw, KW' - kw', GW - gw

The rounded X series:
Making the rounded kw’. Here's how to do it; if you pronounce the

hard kK with your lips rounded, i.e., pronounce guiet in English,
you will pronounce a perfect hard Aw’.

Try these words:

1. Kw'est ——————- broken. 4. lukw’il am --- very good.
2. senkw’ax ----- hiccup. 3. Kw’edixsxw --- to reach the
3. kw’oodint ---- he\she lost it. summit of a hill.

21
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Plain KW - kW

The plain kw sound only appears when not followed by a vowel or
hard y', hard m', hard y'. The sound is like the sound in the

word queen.

Here are some Kw words.

1. amlkw -——— --- scab from a cut. 5. ‘nakw ----——- far.

2. ayukws -——---- house crest. 6. buukw --——--- book.

3. yukw -—-—————-- a big feast. 7. sanakwa ---- leaf

4. haldaakws ---- liniment, ointment. eating caterpiller.

plain GW - gw

The sound of gw is the same sound you hear in the name gwynn and
in name of a town called Guelph. So now try these words

1. gwla --- ----—- blanket. 5. gwenks —-———--- spring water.
2. gwaast —------- to lend. 6. gwooyim ———-—--= spring time.
3. gwidets ----——- coat. 7. gwisgwoos ---- blue jay.

4. gwalga ------- all : ‘

22
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K-k, K-k,G-g

The first is the plain back k;

it is pronounced a little further

back in the mouth. For this back X sound, simply swallow the X,

it has the same sound you make in the word cut only with a X%,

kut.

Here are some words:

1. eek ~———————- coho salmon. 5. aak -—————————— lips
2. hanak’ --———— woman, girl. 6. dakhl -————————- hammer
3. ‘yimk -——-——- whiskers. 7. loKk ————mmm———e eel

4. hlaks ---~——- claws or fingernails

The hard back K' - k'

For this back &’ sound,simply swallow the X. As in cut only with

a K kut.

1. tk’a ———————o skin
2. K’its' ——————n chin
3. K’aat —-——————- cane
4. K'esi —————-——- knee

5.bok” —————mmm to be lame.
6.K’ak —————————- open
7.k altxw ——————— to clear land.
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The back _C_;_ = g

For this back g sound, simply swallow the g.

Try saying these words.

1. sagayt ----- all together. 5. gageixw -- too hard, difficult.
2. ba_gadil ---- two (humans) 6. endilgan -- beaver dam.

3. _g’al k'oop -- fish heart. 7. Lg’aal_i —————— index finger,

4, gwal_g’a ‘nit - all of it. or raven.

TL'- tl°

The last SOund of the Gitxsan letters.

TL'- tl°

The sound of %’ is almost the same as in the word clan, only

say the cl with a slight click. This ?I’ sound has very few
words. I can only think of just a few. Here they are.

1. tZ’%o0k --—--- mud. 3. tl’ok’ats -—---- rhubarb.

2. tl’ask ------ lower lip. 4. tl’eek ————===-= food smeared

on the face when eating.
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